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I feel very connected to the place and I don’t know why.  

There is something about it that touches something deep inside me that’s unnamed. 
It always calms me and centers me down here. 
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Introduction

Languages of the Land: A Dialogue with the Downs, 
originally presented as a visual and sound 
installation, is shared here as a book. Through 
individual interviews and story circles, people  
shared their memories and photographs of this 
bayside park near Pawtuxet Village, Rhode Island.
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Where did the name Warwick Downs come from? Good question.  

Maybe because the country club was there, they called it a fancy name, 

The Downs. I don’t know, just a guess.

I’ve always called it “My Grandfather’s Park.” Other people have called it 

“The Metro,” “The Downs,” “The Grove.” Nope, I’ve always called it “My 

Grandfather’s Park,” like I owned it, right? The reason the park was named 

in his honor? My grandfather, George Salter, was very politically involved 

in the city of Warwick. He was a Councilman, Police Commissioner, Fire 

Commissioner. He was very well known, very well liked.

	 Before its name was spoken in English, this place was guarded  

	 and belonged to the royal Narragansett people. It was known  

	 as the Council Rock.




